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PNCM(SW) RAMESES BRIMON NABONG, USN

    A native of Angeles City, Philippines, Master Chief Nabong enlisted on 7 February 1977 as a seaman recruit at the U.S. Naval Station, Subic Bay, Philippines. He attended basic training at Recruit Training Command, San Diego, California. He was selected Outstanding Recruit for Company 048 and meritoriously advanced to Airman Apprentice.

    He reported to the Norfolk-based USS PIEDMONT (AD 17) in June 1977 following completion of Ship’s Serviceman “A” School at Fleet Training Center, Norfolk. He was assigned to Sales Division as a records keeper. After three months, he transitioned to Personnel Office as a Personnelman on the job-trainee. In 1978 while still designated as Ship’s Serviceman Seaman, he was selected as PIEDMONT Sailor of the Quarter. He advanced to Personnelman Third Class in 1979 through the Navywide examinations. During his tour, PIEDMONT deployed in 1978 to the Mediterranean. He advanced to Personnelman Second Class in 1980.

    Master Chief Nabong reported in November 1980 to his first shore assignment at Personnel Support Detachment in Naval Air Station, Norfolk. He performed a variety of in rate and supervisory positions including a stint as Command Career Counselor. He was selected as the Detachment Sailor of the Year in 1981. He advanced to Personnelman First Class in 1983 and subsequently transferred in September 1984 to USS SAGINAW (LST 1188), homeported at Little Creek.

    On the SAGINAW, Master Chief Nabong served as Personnel Officer, Administrative Department Leading Petty Officer and School Quota Control Officer. He was named as SAGINAW Sailor of the Year in 1985. From 1985 until his selection for advancement to Chief Personnelman in 1986, he was the president of the ship’s First Class Mess. Upon his advancement, he assumed duties as Executive Division Officer and Command Career Counselor. Master Chief Nabong qualified in 1987 on the SAGINAW as an Enlisted Surface Warfare Specialist (ESWS).

    SAGINAW deployed in 1985 to South America and West Africa and participated in the annual maritime exercise UNITAS XXVI/West African Training Cruise 85 and WESTLANT Caribe. In 1987, SAGINAW deployed to the Mediterranean and Indian Ocean (MARG 3-87) and participated in amphibious exercises in Eastern Wind 87 (Somalia), Bright Star 87 (Egypt) and Display Determination 87 (Turkey).

    Master Chief Nabong reported in January 1988 to Personnel Support Detachment at Naval Hospital, Portsmouth and served a second-tour at Personnel Support Detachment in Naval Air Station, Norfolk beginning February 1990 until June 1991. 

    He returned to sea duty in July 1991 on USS STUMP (DD 978), homeported at Norfolk. In addition to his primary duties as Personnel Officer, Master Chief Nabong also served as the Navigation/Executive Division Officer and the Administrative Department Leading Chief Petty Officer, Postal Officer, Command Managed Equal Opportunity Officer, Inport Section Leader, Repair Locker Leader and Senior Damage Control Plotter. He requalified ESWS in the SPRUANCE-class platform.

    STUMP deployed to the Mediterranean and Arabian Gulf in 1992 (Operation Southern Watch) and also participated in Counter-Drugs Operations in Caribbean in 1992 and Operation Support Democracy in Haiti in 1993. 

    In July 1994, Master Chief Nabong joined the staff of the Commander, U.S. Atlantic Fleet and served as a manpower management analyst. In his capacity as a manpower management analyst, he was part of the Deputy Commander and Chief of Staff’s Manpower Analysis Team of military and civilian personnel that performed onsite efficiency reviews in the entire shore establishment of the Atlantic Fleet claimancy. He also participated in special invitational efficiency reviews of the Secretary of the Navy’s Board of Correction for Naval Records, the Chief of Naval Operation’s U.S. Navy Ceremonial Guard and the Commandant, Naval District Washington’s Naval Station, Anacostia. He advanced to Senior Chief Personnelman in 1995.

    Master Chief Nabong transferred to USS ARLEIGH BURKE (DDG 51) in June 1998. He served as Personnel Officer, Navigation/Executive Division Officer, Administrative Department Leading Chief Petty Officer, Senior Watch Coordinator, Repair Locker Leader, Senior Damage Control Plotter and Damage Control Training Team Member.

    Throughout his tour on the ARLEIGH BURKE, he performed additional duty as the Command Honors and Ceremonies Officer. He was the Honors Officer during the 1998 Ukrainian Navy Chief of Naval Operations’ visit on ARLEIGH BURKE in Yalta, Ukraine; at the 1999 through 2002 change of command of ARLEIGH BURKE’s four commanding officers; at the 2001 change of command of the Commander, Naval Surface Force, U.S. Atlantic Fleet; at the 2001 retirement ceremony held onboard ARLEIGH BURKE of U.S. Army Major General Raines of the U.S. Joint Forces Command; at the 2002 change of command at-sea of the Commander, Destroyer Squadron TWO; and in various distinguished visitors functions both at homeport and overseas.

    In 2001 at press conference highlighting the Navy Honorary Members Program and hosted by Secretary of the Navy Richard Danzig in the Pentagon briefing room, Master Chief Nabong and his commanding officer Captain Alan Eschbach presented honors to Mr. Marlin Fitzwater, press secretary of President George H. W. Bush, as ARLEIGH BURKE Honorary Sailor.

    ARLEIGH BURKE deployed to the Mediterranean and Arabian Gulf in 1998 (DWIGHT D. EISENHOWER Battle Group) and in 2001 (HARRY S. TRUMAN Battle Group), and participated in two NATO Alliance antisubmarine warfare exercises conducted in Northern Europe in 1999 (MARVIKA) and in 2002 (KEFTACEX).

    Master Chief Nabong requalified ESWS in the ARLEIGH BURKE-class platform and advanced to his present rate in 2000.

    He reported to Personnel Support Detachment in 2002.

    He is authorized to wear the Navy and Marine Corps Commendation Medal (five awards), the Navy and Marine Corps Achievement Medal (seven awards) and various service and campaign medals.

    Master Chief Nabong is married to the former Minerva Lawingco of Angeles City, Philippines. They have three children Rex (23), Zeus (19) and Regina (16).
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